
   

Page 1 of 4 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RUSH VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD ON APRIL 22, 2015 AT THE RUSH VALLEY TOWN HALL, 52 SOUTH PARK 

STREET, RUSH VALLEY, UTAH. THE MEETING BEGAN AT 7:00 P.M.  

 

Mayor and Council Members Present:  Mayor Brian Johnson, Council Members William 

Harding, Dana Gardner, Pete Albrecht and Alan Anderton. 

 

Appointed Officers and Employees Present:  Attorney Joel Linares, Clerk/Recorder Amie 

Russell and Treasurer Lacey Burrows. 

 

REGULAR AGENDA:  

1.  Roll Call.  The Cub Scouts presented the flag and lead the pledge of allegiance.  Mayor 

Johnson, Alan Anderton, William Harding, Pete Albrecht and Dana Gardner. 

 

2.  Approval of meeting minutes for 03-25-15.  Dana Gardner made a motion to approve the 

minutes for 03-25-15 as written. Alan Anderton seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor 

and the motion carried. 

 

3.  Sherriff’s Report.  Sheriff Wimmer presented copy of the report of the activities in Rush 

Valley.  There hasn’t been much activity.  The report presented is dated from one city council 

meeting to the next.  He also commented as the weather gets warmer there will be more campers 

in the area and commented they are trying to get more patrols in this area. 

 

4.  Consideration of Payment by Town of Rush Valley for EMT Advanced Class – Jesse 

Gillins.  Dana Gardner complimented and thanked Jesse for his service to the town.  Jesse 

commented he looked up costs EMT-Utah $785.00 for the class and this doesn’t include the 

testing cost which can range from $380.00 - $415.00.  The 911 School, two remaining classes are 

available this year July 9th and the other class in October.  Their class cost is $850.00.  He is not 

sure if the testing fees are included in this cost.  The books are included in the class fees.  He is 

currently an EMT-Basic.  Mayor Johnson commented the town had previously had an agreement 

when he completed his EMT-Basic classes.  Mountain West Medical hires for the ambulance 

service and they have requirements of being hired it is required to run so many hours a month in 

Tooele to also be eligible to respond in Rush Valley.  Dana commented he has helped the town 

in the past and he feels this type of service is needed in the town.  Sherriff Wimmer commented 

that medical uses the dispatch center more than fire departments.  Mayor Johnson asked the 

council for their opinions regarding a term for the contract.  Alan Anderton recommended having 

the contract for 18 months.  Mayor Johnson asked if he would find definite costs for the class 

and would prefer a lower cost, but also is aware that Jesse’s schedule needs to be considered 

when choosing the class.  There will need to be some specific criteria regarding fire department 

involvement.  Sherriff Wimmer also recommended requiring him to maintain the certification, 

because it is a perishable skill with certain hours required to maintain the certification.  Dana 
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Gardner made a motion to pay for the cost of the EMT Advanced Class for Jesse Gillins for the 

amounts he specified.  Pete Albrecht seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor and the 

motion carried. 

 

5.  Fire Department Report.  All apparatus have been maintained and are working fine. The 

batteries were under warranty and were able to be changed out on the Kaiser.  Pete asked 

everyone to be aware of our surroundings, fire hazards around us and make sure we are paying 

attention.  There have been several calls which have been mostly medical.  Pete thanked Alan 

and also Sherriff Wimmer for their help with the incidents.  Reminded everyone of the lack of 

water, and also to invite those who want to attend the fire meetings which are held twice 

monthly.  Pete thanked all those who help out and also thanked Jesse for working to improve his 

certification and training. 

 

Neal Dymock reported he had talked with Tom Wilson regarding the MOU currently in place.  

The first 2 hours paid by county, if the department stays longer the department is then.  The fire 

department will no longer be allowed to respond in the rhino, 1,000 gallon capacity.  There will 

need be 2 personnel in the truck, and have 1,500 gallons or more.  From April 1-22, there have 

been 13 calls and 3 have been fires the others were medical calls.  There have been quite a few 

medical calls within the town. 

 

Pete recommended putting the firework ban in place and encouraged everyone to be aware of 

neighbors burning in fire pits.  Attorney Linares commented the wording in the ordinance was 

written so it was a standing order so it wouldn’t have to be on the agenda to be put in place. Fire 

pits will need to be approved, if they are new.  If there are questions on fire pits or burning, 

contact Kevin Russell or Neal Dymock.  Mayor Johnson commented he will look into the 

specifics of the ban. 

 

6.  Council Reports 

 

Cemetery.  Alan Anderton reported there were two deaths recently.  Arlene Russell and Jerome 

Hansen.  He would like to talk with Kevin and Neal in regards to the monument for past fire 

chiefs.  He will ask for help if needed to prepare the cemeteries for Memorial Day.  He expressed 

thanks for the EMTs and fire department members for their service to the community and also 

thanked his two boys for their service to the community.  Alan asked Dana Gardner how many 

more loads of wood chips will be needed for the park.  He said he could have another load 

brought out another load next week. 

 

Roads.  William Harding reported Bill Bradbury has been helping Dana Gardner with some 

projects for the parks.  Mayor Johnson commented Attorney Linares has prepared a proposal for 

pothole repair, crack seal and shouldering the road, so it can be ready to be advertised in the 

paper and have an agenda item to make a selection.  Johnson’s Lane and Russell Lane are in 

need of some work and to get crack seal done.  Mayor Johnson asked if there could be some 

evaluation of critical areas that need attention.  William Harding also commented it will be better 

to maintain the roads than to do major repair work. 
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Parks.  Dana commented there was a good turnout for the Easter Egg Hunt from the town this 

year.  He reported he has turned in the grant application.  He asked for $10,000 this year to finish 

the ball field and for a monument. 

 

Mayor –Planning and Zoning has been quiet.  There wasn’t a meeting last month due to lack of 

agenda items.  Mayor Johnson commented he talked with the Stockton Sherriff.  He asked 

Sherriff Wimmer what the town is charged for their services.  The town is not charged by the 

county.  Annually this would cover 2 vehicles, 3 reserve officers and operational cost estimate is 

$10,000. This will give 10 hours a week of dedicated speed enforcement and 10 hours officers 

assigned to Stockton or Rush Valley.  Dana Gardner commented there have been more patrols in 

the evening from the Highway Patrol and County Officers.  William commented he is against 

this and doesn’t want the reputation Stockton has, he is in favor of the Tooele County Sheriff 

patrolling.  Sherriff commented Stockton is offering a contract for specific services.  The 

sheriff’s office will respond to calls.  This type of an agreement is also possible with the 

Sherriff’s Department.  Attorney Linares commented the contract with Stockton can become 

complicated in regards to justice system services provided by the county.  This also can have the 

potential problem of who will be the boss, Stockton Mayor?  This can become complicated.  Pete 

commented he is against this.  Mayor Johnson commented there are a few individuals who are 

consistently abusing the speed limits.  Sherriff Wimmer commented if there are consistent 

speeding a call should be made to the Tooele Highway Patrol office because this is a state road 

and mostly their responsibility.  Sherriff Wimmer commented his intention is not to take away 

from Stockton’s offer, but wants to help with the public’s safety.  Pete asked how we can work 

more with the Sherriff’s Office and Highway Patrol.  Sherriff Wimmer commented it is a 

possibility to have a contract with the Sherriff’s Department.  They can send officers as they are 

available, but this is not guaranteed.  It was also asked about parking an unmanned vehicle in the 

town and moving it, to encourage people to slow down.  People may get used to it and the 

behavior may not change.  Mayor Johnson appreciates the open dialogue on this topic, he is not 

for this, but was approached about it and felt he needed to look into it and get more information.    

Now there is more information about what is available through the Stockton Police and also the 

Tooele County Sherriff’s department. 

 

7.  Safety Topic.  Mayor Johnson commented since we changed our clocks this month so it is a 

good time to change the batteries in the smoke detectors and to also be testing them monthly.  

Out here in Rush Valley they tend to collect dust.  Blow them out with compressed air or 

vacuum them, never borrow batteries from the detectors for toys or other items, change them out 

every ten years.  There are some detectors that are good for longer than 10 years. 

 

8.  Payment of Bills.  Dana asked about the short payment of bills list. Amie Russell commented 

the reason it is short is because the details of each item weren’t printed.  With the new payroll 

when the detail is printed it shows all the withholding information for each employee.  The 

withholding information isn’t public information. If the mayor or council members want to see 

details regarding purchasing cards or specific bills, this information can be given to them.  Dana 

Gardner also asked about the propane usage.  As of today, there hasn’t been a bills for propane 
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delivery.  William Harding made a motion to pay the bills as presented and to pay the Rocky 

Mountain Power bill when it is received.  Pete Albrecht seconded the motion.  All present voted 

in favor and the motion carried. 

 

9.  Public Comments.  Dana asked Sherriff Wimmer about the surplus of bikes for the scouts.  

Sherriff Wimmer pwimmer@co.tooele.ut.us asked Dana to email him to remind him about this 

subject.  

 

10.  Adjourn.  Alan Anderton made a  motion to adjourn the meeting.  Pete Albrecht seconded 

the motion.  All present voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
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